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77THE IN-BETWEEN 
Florian Dombois

Ein Beitrag aus “Figuren dazwischen”
Jahrbuch MA Transdisziplinarität 2020
Zürcher Hochschule der Künste ZHdK

If you have two figures, two sides, two forms, 
then they give the air in between a shape. In 
Japanese culture this negative space between 
two structural parts is named Ma (間), a day  
inside a gate. Cézanne has used it in painting, 
Chilida in sculpture, to name only two of  
many artists. 

Today this Ma, the Figure of In Between is 
suspect more than ever: it allows the virus  
to spread, COVID-19, the latest corona, it gives 
droplets space to travel. So lots of things are 
done, to divide the one into two and then to cut 
it apart. 
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Opposite

In order for the wind to appear, both high and low pressure are needed. Between them it begins to 
blow. Both sides have an equal effect; each high-pressure area blows as strongly as the low-pressure 
area sucks. I wish, I could imagine that the wind that wafts around my nose, is actually sucking at 
my neck. But I won’t succeed.
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Opposite
In order for the wind to appear, both high and low pressure are needed. Between them it begins to blow. Both 
sides have an equal effect; each high-pressure area blows as strongly as the low-pressure area sucks. I wish, I 
could imagine that the wind that wafts around my nose, is actually sucking at my neck. But I won't succeed.
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Dangling a carrot in front of a donkey

One can carry the stick, one can be the donkey. In both cases, the carrot is always ahead. 
But nevermind, each of the three has good enough reason to enjoy the ride: the coachman feels 
superior; the donkey plays along and still decides where to go; and the carrot notices with each 
step how coveted it is.



5

TH
E 

IN
-B

ET
W

EE
N 

Fl
or

ia
n 

Do
m

bo
is

TH
E 

IN
-B

ET
W

EE
N

Fl
or

ia
n 

Do
m

bo
is

81

Dangling a carrot in front of a donkey
One can carry the stick, one can be the donkey. In both cases, the carrot is always ahead. But never mind, each 
of the three has good enough reason to enjoy the ride: the coachman feels superior; the donkey plays along 
and still decides where to go; and the carrot notices with each step how coveted it is.
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Social Distance

The measure of safety here in Switzerland is 200 cm. That is the distance, you are asked to keep. 
In Hawaii the measure is different. There it is 183 cm. 
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Social Distance
The measure of safety here in Switzerland is 200 cm. That is the distance, you are asked to keep. In Hawaii the 
measure is different. There it is 183 cm.




